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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554
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The Honorable John Breaux
United States SeDate
516 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 AEC~I'I.

"v'E.D
Dear Senator Breaux: JUN 3 0 19 .

~ 1,98
TbaDk you for your letter sharing the concerns of your~

Simoneaux, regarding certain Commission actions in the Access Chilrge R;j;!JK, ~!*s.
Simoneaux, a telecommunications manager at Tulane University, expressed concern
regarding the assessment of a $5,750.82 national access charge fee by Melon the
University's phone bill for long distance services.

On May 7, 1997, the Commission adopted the Access Chilrge Reform order, which
reformed important aspects of telephone regulation. Access charges are paid by long
distance carriers to local telephone carriers so that the long distance companies can use the
local lines to initiate and complete interstate long distance calls. One such charge is the
presubscribed interexchange carrier charge which allows local telephone companies to
recover part of the cost of the telephone line that links each telephone subscriber to the
telephone network.

The presubscribed interexcbange carrier charge is a monthly fee assessed by the local
telephone company on the long distance carrier to whom the line is presubscribed. The
Commission permitted local telephone companies to charge long distance companies, such as
MCI. a flat rated $1.50 presubscribed interexchange carrier charge for non-primary
residential lines and a flat rated $2.75 for multi-line business lines.

We understand that different long distance companies recover this charge from their
customers in different ways. Accordingly, we encourage consumers to check with different
providers to determine whether another carrier offers a more favorable calling plan.

Telephone company costs that are recovered through the presubscribed interexchange
carrier charge previously were recovered through per-minute charges assessed to long
distance companies and paid to local telephone companies. Consequently, telephone
companies were required to reduce those per-minute charges concurrently with the
introduction of the presubscribed interexchange carrier charge. In recent letters to the
Chairman of the FCC, the three largest long distance carriers stated that they reduced their
long distance charges to consumers to reflect this reduction in per-minute charges.
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The Commission has received petitions for reconsideration of many of the actions
taken in the Access Charge Reform Order. A copy of your letter bas been placed in the
official public record of that proceeding (CC Docket No. 96-262), and your constituent's
concerns will certainly be considered in the course of the Commission's reconsideration
proceedings. I appreciate your constituent's interest and views on these imponant Issues.
Should Mrs. Simoneaux have any further questions, she may contact the Common Carrier
Bureau, Competitive Pricing Division at (202) 418-1520.

Sincerely.

~~~~
Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
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Ms. Karen Kombluh
Director, Office of Legislative
and Intergov~nlllleui.itl Affalls
Federal Communications Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
',l/:':~:~~~~,!'r '?f\'i'5A.

Dear Ms. Kombluh:

l'':_ --_...,,_~" ~"'"I'PY"r1,-:, '-v,... \t'

I have been contacted by Mrs. Patricia Simoneaux of Tulane
University regarding confusion about the FCC ruling on Network Access
Charges.

I ask that you please gIve lvrs:'SiiilUlh:;~UA'~ Wl"":'.i.·~~':; ::;-;::j'

appropriate consideration within federal guidelines. Any information and
guidance you can provide for her will be greatly appreciated. Your reply
may be forwarded to the attention of~ Lewis _

Thank you for your attention and assistance.

• - J

J~
United States Senator

JB/ihl
Enclosure
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~ inpUt InlIClIloW to~ ccnceminO 1M confuIion centlIrIng around 1M I'4IOIl\t FCC I
~ on NMwoI'k~.. ChaIve fWocm. Tulane 18~ being bIlIecI by each fits ,
.~~::":~......~..~~ for the monthly PICC coat of 12.75 per line. MCI hila even gone I
~ reaontng and Ia bllllIlQ us lUI .v..7 • ...;;. w ::::. ~ ':: ..III ....... ur., for the montt\ 01 I
iJanutry Indllded 8 charge of 15750.82 for acceu dlarget with no explutlOn • 10 nuw . '
;Rhey alTlved at this fiOUlW and IltUe aMiItance when Icalled my billing support people In t
,AIIanta. fUG'ln addition, the C8nIera .,. saving In per-mlnute acc:eu c:harg8I u a nlSUIt ,
pI IhiI rafOimDIll... saWlgS are not being shared with lhI' usef. The end *UIl i. a I
*remendous financial burden on III tIUIineSt UMf5. ~ama member of ACUTA I

~
AuodatIon torT~1Iona~ m ECIUC:allon) and they are I

a~ FCC tor help in tnI8 maltilr. I woulda~ 0Cl00I'IunItv to dI8CUIS lhial
th you li't more detail, and I aoIlc:lf& any inpt or advice )QI might giVe LIS. fhank you for I
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